Pupils should not be left unattended outside the school before
9.10 am and after 3 pm in the interests of personal safety.

Infants are collected from their classroom by their
parents/guardians at 2 pm. If for some reason you are
delayed/late, please let us know.

If children are being collected by any other person, please let
the teacher know in advance. This is to ensure the personal
safety of each child.

When a pupil return to school after an absence a written
explanation is required to comply with the Education Welfare
Act. Schools are now legally obliged to inform the National
Educational Welfare Board when a pupil is absent for 20 days
or more during the year.

Parents are asked to inform the teachers when a pupil has to
leave school early.

Infectious 1illnesses should be notified to the school
immediately.

Holidays and closures are notified to parents each term as soon
as possible.

Parents are requested not to bring children on extended
holidays during term time - if at all possible as lengthy
absences leave large gaps in a child’s education.

If parents have any concerns about their child in school they
are always welcome to discuss the matter with the class
teacher/Principal.

Mobile phone are not allowed.

Pupils are not allowed unsupervised access to the Internet.
Web sites may not be accessed without teachers’s permission.



SCHOOL POLICIES

Code of Discipline

The Code of Discipline in Derrycreha N.S. is based on a positive
school ethos founded on good relationships between parents, pupils,
teachers and management. Parents and teachers co-operate in a
spirit of goodwill to ensure that the school is a happy, safe place
providing a suitable environment for learning. A positive approach
to discipline is fostered while greater emphasis is placed on rewards
than sanctions. Teachers are obliged to correct misbehaviour when
it occurs, but always aim to do so in a fair and consistent manner.

School Rules

1.

Pupils are expected to respect each other and act with
kindness. They are also expected to be polite and courteous to
parents, fellow pupils, teachers and visitors.

Senior pupils are expected to care for younger pupils and
show them good example.

All pupils are expected to work quietly to the best of their
ability and to present written work neatly.

Bad language and rough play are not allowed.

Pupils are not allowed beyond perimeter walls, fences or gates
during school hours.

Walking on walls, climbing yard fencing and jumping over
gates is not allowed.

Pupils are expected to wait inside the school gates in front of
the school until a parent arrives to collect them at 3 pm.

Pupils may cross the road only with an adult.

Ball games are strictly forbidden before and after school hours
in the interests of road safety.



Sanctions
The Department of Education outlines the following strategies to
deal with unacceptable behaviour:
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Reasoning with pupil;

Reprimand - this may be done in private when appropriate;
Temporary separation from peers;

Loss of privileges;

Referral to Principal;

Detention during break;

Prescribing additional written homework;

Communication with parents if misbehaviour is ongoing;
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Suspension;

Before resorting to serious sanctions, e.g. suspension, the normal
channels of communication between home and school will be
utilised. Parents will be involved at an early stage rather than as a
last resort.

Homework Policy

Homework 1s assigned on a regular basis as this helps to consolidate
work done in class. Study habits formed in primary school are the
foundation for second/third level education so it is vitally important
that all pupils become accustomed to homework at an early age.

Weekends are homework free but pupils are expected to read for
pleasure e.g. library books.

e Homework is written into the School Journal and parents are
requested to sign Journal each night.

e Spellings notebooks should be signed at the weekend.

e Tin Whistle practice should be part of homework every night.




School Uniform

All pupils are required to wear a uniform. This consists of red

jmper/cardigan, formal blue shirt, navy trousers/pinafore/skirt.

Time spent at homework:

Junior Infants About 10 minutes
Senior Infants About 15 minutes
First Class About 20 minutes
Second Class About 25 minutes
Third Class About 30/35 minutes
Fourth Class About 40/45 minutes
Fifth/Sixth Class About 50/60 minutes

Healthy Lunches Policy

e Children are encouraged to bring healthy lunches to school.
e Fruit should be included as often as possible.
e Chewing gum, crisps and fizzy drinks are not allowed.

e Treats such as bars, biscuits and sweets may be eaten on
Fridays only.

e Pupils must stay inside for at least 5 minutes to eat lunch at
each break.

e Regular exercise is encouraged as an important element in a
healthy diet.

School Routines

e School opens at 9.10 am and lessons begin promptly after
prayers at 9.30 am. Punctuality is encouraged.



Parents/Guardians are reminded that children are not covered
by insurance on the school premises before 9.10 am and after
3 pm.

Pupils should not be left unattended outside the school before
9.10 am and after 3 pm in the interests of personal safety.

Infants are collected from their classroom by their
parents/guardians at 2 pm. If for some reason you are
delayed/late, please let us know.

If children are being collected by any other person, please let
the teacher know in advance. This is to ensure the personal
safety of each child.

When a pupil return to school after an absence a written
explanation is required to comply with the Education Welfare
Act. Schools are now legally obliged to inform the National
Educational Welfare Board when a pupil is absent for 20 days
or more during the year.

Parents are asked to inform the teachers when a pupil has to
leave school early.

Infectious 1illnesses should be notified to the school
immediately.

Holidays and closures are notified to parents each term as soon
as possible.

Parents are requested not to bring children on extended
holidays during term time - if at all possible as lengthy
absences leave large gaps in a child’s education.

If parents have any concerns about their child in school they
are always welcome to discuss the matter with the class
teacher/Principal.



e Mobile phone are not allowed.

e Pupils are not allowed unsupervised access to the Internet.
Web sites may not be accessed without teachers’s permission.



