Maths Policy

INTRODUCTION

This policy was drawn up on 18.2.2004 by the staff of Derrycreha N.S.

RATIONALE

To conform with principles outlined in the revised curriculum and to update
our present policy.

AIMS
The aims of the primary maths curriculum are:-

1. To help pupils develop a positive attitude towards mathematics;

2. To develop problem solving abilities and a facility for the application
of mathematics to everyday life;

3. To enable the child to use mathematical language effectively and
accurately;

4. To enable the child to acquire an understanding of mathematical
concepts and processes to his/her appropriate level of development
and ability;

5. To enable the child to acquire proficiency in fundamental
mathematical skills and in recalling basic number facts;

OBJECTIVES:

To enable pupils to:

1.

2.

Apply mathematical concepts and processes, and plan and implement
solutions to problems, in a variety of contexts;

Communicate and express mathematical ideas, processes and
results in oral and written form;



3. Make mathematical connections within mathematics itself, throughout
other subjects, and in applications of mathematics in practical
everyday contexts;

4. Reason, investigate and hypothesise with patterns and relationships
1n mathematics;

5. Recall and understand mathematical terminology, facts, definitions
and formulae.

TIMETABLING

Junior/Senior infants — two and one quarter hours per week

1%t class — 6' class — three hours per week.

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Overview — infant classes

Skills e Applying and problem solving
e Communicating and expressing
e Integrating and connecting
e Reasoning
e Implementing

e Understanding and recalling



Strands Strand Units

Early mathematical e Classifying
activities e Matching
e Comparing

e Ordering

Number

Counting

Comparing and ordering

Analysis of number
Combining
Partitioning

Numeration

Shape and Space e Spatial awareness
e 3-D shapes
e 2-D shapes

Measures e Length

e (Capacity
e Time
e Money

Data e Recognising and interpreting data



Overview — First and Second Class

Skills e Applying and problem solving
e Communicating and expressing
e Integrating and connecting
e Reasoning
e Implementing

e Understanding and recalling

Number ¢ Counting and numeration
e Comparing and ordering
e Place value
e QOperations
Addition
Subtraction

e Fractions

Shape and Space e Spatial awareness

e 3-D shapes



e 2-D shapes
e Symmetry
e Angles

Measures e Length
e Area
e Weight
e Capacity
e Time

e Money

Overview — Third and Fourth Class

Skills e Applying and problem solving
e Communicating and expressing
e Integrating and connecting
e Reasoning
e Implementing

e Understanding and recalling



Number e Place value
e Operations
Addition and subtraction
Multiplication
Division
e Fractions

e Decimals

Algebra e Number patterns and sequences

e Number sentences

Shape and space e 2-D shapes
e 3-D shapes
e Symmetry

e Lines and angles

Measures e Length

e Weight
e Capacity
e Time

e Money

Data e Representing and interpreting data

e Chance



Overview — Fifth and Sixth Class

Skills e Applying and problem solving
¢ Communicating and expressing
¢ Integrating and connecting
e Reasoning
e Implementing

e Understanding and recalling

Number e Place value

e QOperations
e Fractions
e Decimals and percentages

e Number theory

Algebra e Directed numbers
e Rules and properties
e Variables
e Equations
Shape and space e 2-D shapes
e 3-D shapes

e Lines and angles



Measures e Length
e Area
o Weight
e Capacity
e Time
e Money
Data e Representing and interpreting data

e Chance



APPROACHES/METHODOLOGIES:

e Estimating skills

e Text books

e (Concrete Materials

o Agreed language

e Using environment/classroom
e Oral work — talk, discussion

e Problem solving

e Tables to be learned

e Presentation of work in copies

HOME SCHOOL LINKS:

Homework is given to reinforce work done in class. Children are also

encouraged to learn and revise their tables at home.

RESOURCES & ICT:

e Textbooks
Junior classes - Action Maths, Figure it Out, Busy at Maths
Middle classes -  Mathemagic, Table Book
Senior classes - Busy at Maths, Table Book
Supplementary - Test Time, Figure it Out, Maths Challenge
Textbooks are continually evaluated and reviewed.

e Various C.D. roms, calculators and concrete materials.



ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING:

e Teacher observation, tasks and tests.
e Diagnostic testing by learning support teacher when necessary.

e Standardised test — Sigma — annually

CHILDREN WITH DIFFERING LEVELS OF ABILITY:

e Learning support available to children with individual needs.

e Children with difficulties are given extra attention from classroom

teacher.



