Geography

Introduction:

The Geography plan for Derrycreha N.S. was formulated by the staff in order to
conform to the principles outlined in the curriculum. Because it involves the study of
people and their activities in local and wider communities we consider that Geography
provides an important basis for the childs’ sense of community membership and
citizenship.

Vision and Aims:
a) We strive to assist our pupils in achieving their potential as unique individuals
with physical, emotional intellectual and spiritual needs

b) We endorse the following aims for geography in our school:

e To develop our pupils’ knowledge and understanding of local,
regional and wider environments and their inter-relationships

e To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of
natural and human conditions on the Earth

e To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial
awareness

e To develop among our pupils caring attitudes and responsible
behaviour towards the environment

e To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts

Strands and Strands Units
As we are a 3 teacher school at present (2007) we will organise our plan in a 2 year
cycle as follows:

Infants — First
Second - Third — Fourth
Fifth — Sixth



Junior, Senior Infants and First Class
STRAND & STRAND UNITS

Human e Living in local community
Environments e People and places in other areas
Natural e The Local Natural Environment
Environments e Weather

e Planect earth in space
Environmental e (Caring for my locality

awareness and
care




Living in the | Human Natural Weather | Planet Living
Community | Environ Environ Earth in | Things
Space
o Myself e Country life | Natural features o observing | ® An Identifying
e My family e Town life e mountains weather aerial plants and
e Friendships | e City life evalley o influences | VW — trees
e The school e Comparing | ®sea of weather | the e Identifying
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oca around the e forest .
community world erock ® recording | Day & | e Identifying
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homes in the | e Electricity ecarth and * comparing | o Ljfe cycles
community | e Keeping e water sources weather * Animal
e Location cool e water uses ® fruit and homes
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immediate o Effects of e cave paintings & e Growth
surroundings heat e maps — land shadows and
in locality e Identifying and sea ® the story change
e Home sounds e holiday of
surroundings | e Safety destinations raindrop
e Neighbours issues e crosion o heating
e Offering e Letter and
help e Recycling cooling
* Peoples * Simple ® seasonal
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e Differences | School Spring
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story book
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2nd 3rd _ 4th ¢class

STRAND
Human Living in local | People living People and
Environments community and working in | other lands
a contrasting
part of Ireland
Second Class Transport Survey
- recording
Picture Maps —
journey to school
Different homes
Materials. Milk
Third — Fourth | Getting to know | The Royal | Australia
(alternate years) | local area. County. China
Looking at our | Provinces. France/Norway
school. counties of | Italy/Spain
Homes. Ireland. Plans and maps
The food we eat. | Towns and cities.
Bridges. Our capital city.
We live in a|Homes
community. Transport
The clothes we | Potatoes
wear. Tourism
The GAA. Communication

Making maps.




Strand The local | Weather, | Planet | Land, Rocks and
natural climate Earth rivers, Soils
Natural env. in seas
Environments Space my
county
Second Class | Aerial
views
Picture
maps
Drawing
plans
Third — | Human Water. The My Volcanoes,
Fourth Class | and The earth’s | county. |rocks and
natural Weather. | place in earthquakes.
envs. Apples space.
Around from
our coasts | orchard.
Directions. | The
The story | Water
of ariver. | Cycle.
Rivers,
mts., lakes
— Ireland.
Spot  the

changes




Strand
Environmental
awareness and care

Env. Awareness

Caring for my locality/my
env.

Second Class

Third, Fourth class Organising and re-using
waste materials
Recycling
Strand: People People People and | County, Trade and
living and | living and | Other Regional | Development
Human working | working in | lands and Issues.
Environments | in  Local | contrasting National
Area parts of Centres
Ireland
5% class Maps Farming in | Great Provinces, | The Banana
Farming in | Ireland. Britain. towns, story.
Ireland Fishing Our counties of
Fishing Industry 1n | neighbour | Ireland.
Industry in | Ireland Europe Place
Ireland The names
European
Community
6™ class Modern The Poverty and
industry in Netherlands. Famine.
Ireland. Africa
World Tour
Prize




Strand: The Local | Lands, Physical Rocks and | Weather, Planet
Natural Rivers Features of | soils climate and | Earth in
Natural Environment | and Seas | Europe and the atmosphere | Space
Environments of Ireland | world
5™ class Around our | Ireland — Lets The The
coast physical investigate | Weather. | Sun
features rocks and | Clouds
Ordnance soils
survey
maps
6'" class The Ordnance | Rivers of the | The Storm and | The
Peatlands survey world. structure | weather Seasons
of [reland | maps The of the | disasters.
Mediterranean | earth Longitude
countries and
latitude.
Weather
and

climate.




Strand: Environmental Caring for the
Awareness Environment

Environmental

Awareness and Care

5% class Caring for our community | Caring for our environment

6™ class Energy Caring for the Environment
The Burren




Skills and concepts development for infant classes
A sense of place and space
Through completing the strand units of the geography curriculum the child should be
enabled to
» Become aware of, explore and discuss some of the distinctive human and natural
features of the locality
Myself and my family, my friends
Members of the school community
People who live and work in the local community
His/her space, room, home, area around home
Homes of relatives and friends
Classroom, school and play spaces
» Develop some awareness of people and places in other areas.
» Refer to or use simple locational terms

Beside, near, far away, next door, on my road, on my landing or floor,
upstairs, downstairs

» Discuss and record in simple ways journeys to and from places in the immediate
environment
Home, play spaces, school and classroom, shops, other locations

» Refer to or use simple directions within home, classroom and school settings
Give directions to another room in the school



Maps, globes and graphical skills

Through completing the strand units of the geography curriculum the child should be
enabled to:
» Refer to or use simple drawings of areas

Home and immediate surroundings
Classroom, school and playground

Other places and imagined areas

» Make model buildings with bricks, Lego and other play materials

» Become aware of globes as models of the Earth

Geographical investigation skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography curriculum the child should be

enabled to
» Ask questions about natural and human features in the immediate environment
Who lives in this place?
What will happen if I bring snow inside?  (QUESTIONING)

» Observe, compare and discuss natural and human features in the local
environment
Work and work-places of people who help us
What happens when it rains (OBSERVING)

» Guess and suggest what will happen in a situation

Suggest whether the pebbles will float or sink in water ~ (PREDICTING)



» Carry out simple investigations set by the teacher, make observations and collect

data (INVESTIGATE)

» Estimate and compare distances in an informal way
The journey from home to school is longer than the journey from home to the

park (ESTIMATE/MEASURE)

» Sort and group objects according to observable features

Rocks, pebbles, mud in soil sample (ANALYSE)

» Describe and discuss his/her observations orally using an expanding
vocabulary
» Represent findings pictorially and in other media

Pictures, weather charts, using information and communication technologies

(RECORDING/ COMMUNICATING)



Skills and concepts development for first and second classes

A sense of place and space
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:

» Explore and come to know some of the distinctive human and natural features
of the locality
People living and working in the area
Homes and other buildings, natural features

» Develop an awareness of people and places in other areas

» Discuss and record the relative location of familiar human and natural features
in the locality
In  simple language (e.g. near, in front of, at the corner)
in simple drawings, plans, maps and models

» Discuss and record simple journeys to and from places in the immediate
environment and beyond
Home, homes of relatives and friends
Play spaces, shops and other significant buildings
Major urban area, sports ground, holiday locations

» Give and follow simple directions to places in the immediate environment

Places in the school and playground.

Maps, globes and graphical skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:

» Record areas in the immediate environment and places in stories using simple
picture maps, models and other methods
My room, my home, its surroundings
My way to school and shops

Imagined areas (e.g. a route in a story such as ‘Little Red Riding Hood’)



» Explore the outlines and plans of small everyday items
Small objects such as pencil case or box
Model buildings from toy farm or train set

» Develop some awareness of maps and if possible aerial photographs of limited
areas in the locality

» Explore directions in the classroom using simple signpost maps

Y

Identify land and sea on maps and globes

» Use maps of Ireland and the globe to develop an awareness of other places.

Geographical investigation skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:
Questioning
» Ask questions about natural and human features in the immediate environment
What animals and plants live here?

What has changed since I was last here?

Observing
» Observe, compare and discuss natural and human features in the local
environment
Colours and textures in the built environment

Different plants and animals in contrasting environments
Predicting
» Suggest outcomes of an investigation, based on observations

Suggest when water in river will be muddy

Investigating and experimenting



» Carry out simple investigations and collect information from a variety of
sources
Direct observations in the environment
Classroom investigations

Books, information and communication technologies, other media

Estimating and measuring
» Begin to use simple methods to estimate, measure and compare observations
Use non-standard units of length to measure distances

Use balance to compare weights of samples collected

Analysing
» Sort and group people, features, events and natural phenomena
The people who work in shops, offices or factories
Living things on the seashore, on the farm or in the park
» Begin to look for and recognise patterns and relationships in the environment
Connection between dark clouds and rainfall
Links between homes of people and climate

» Draw conclusions from simple investigations

Recording and communicating
» Describe and discuss observations orally using an expanding vocabulary
» Represent findings pictorially or using other media

Friezes, pictograms, information and communication technologies.

Skills and concepts development for third and fourth classes

A sense of place and space



Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:
» Explore and become familiar with some of the distinctive human and natural
features of the locality and county
Peoples and communities living and working in the area
Major natural features
Settlement: homes, other buildings, open spaces
Economic and leisure activities, work-places
Transport and other links between these features
» Develop some awareness of the distinctive human and natural features of some
places in Ireland and other parts of the world.
» Develop an understanding of the relative location and size of major natural and
human features
The major features of the locality and county
A few major features in other parts of Ireland
» Develop some awareness of the names and relative location of some European
countries
» Establish and use cardinal compass points in the locality

» Use maps to record routes and directions in the locality.



Maps, globes and graphical skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:
Using pictures, maps and globe
» Develop some familiarity with, and engage in practical use of maps and

photographs of different scales and purposes

Plans of a room or building

Maps from models and toy houses

Maps and aerial photographs of familiar areas

Maps of locality, Ireland, Europe and the world

Maps from CD-ROM and other electronic sources

» Develop an understanding of and use some common map features and
conventions
A sense of aerial perspective
Symbols (e.g. for objects and walls, for land an water)
Key, index and simple grid-style reference
Align (or set) a map of a limited area
» Make simple maps of home, classroom, school and immediate environment

» Identify major geographical features and find places on the globe.

Geographical investigation skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:
Questioning

» Ask questions about natural and human features and processes in the

environment and their interrelationships



What makes this place different from other places?

How does the farmer use this land?

Observing

» Observe, discuss and describe natural and human features and processes in the
environment and their interrelationships
Shapes and sizes of natural features

Colours and textures of buildings and streetscapes

Predicting

» Offer suggestions (hypotheses) based on observations about the likely results of

an investigation

Investigating and experimenting

» Carry out simple investigations and collect information from a variety of

sources
Observations and experiments in the environment and classroom

Photographs, books, maps, electronic and other media
Estimating and measuring
» use appropriate simple instruments and equipment to collect data

improvised rain gauge, trundle wheel, compass

» use appropriate standard units of measurement



Analysing

» Sort, group and/or classify data on people, features, events and natural
phenomena using a range of appropriate criteria
Types of plants in an environment
Types of shops or buildings in an urban area

» Look for and recognise patterns and relationships in the environment
Seasonal patterns in weather observations
Best places for growing plants in a garden
Water and land masses on maps

» Interpret information and offer explanations

» Draw conclusions from suitable aspects of the evidence collected

Recording and communicating
» Record and present findings and conclusions using a variety of methods
including oral, written, pictorial, photographic, diagrammatic and graphical

forms and using information and communication technologies.



Skills and concepts development for fifth and sixth classes

A sense of place and space
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:

» Explore and become familiar with the distinctive natural and human features of
the locality, the county and Ireland
People and communities living and working in these areas
How literature, culture, language and customs reflect the nature of places
Major natural features
Settlement: homes, other buildings, open spaces
Economic and leisure activities
Townland, parish and county boundaries
Major regions (e.g. Burren, Golden Vale)
Transport and other links between these features

» Become familiar with the distinctive natural and human features of some places
in Europe and other parts of the world

» Acquire an understanding of the relative location and size of major natural and
human features
The major features of the locality and county
Some of the major features of Ireland
County, provincial and other boundaries in Ireland

> Begin to develop an understanding of the names and relative location of some
natural and human features of Europe and the world
A small number of major natural features
Some countries, capitals and major cities
Continental boundaries
» Estimate and measure distances and establish cardinal directions during

exploration of the locality



» Develop some awareness of directions in wider environments

» Use and record directions and routes on maps.

Maps, globes and graphical skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:
» Develop familiarity with, and engage in practical use of, maps and photographs
of a variety of scales and purposes
Maps of locality, Ireland, Europe and the world
Bus, train and other route maps, aerial photographs
Maps on CD- ROMSs and other electronic sources
» Develop an understanding of and use common map features and conventions
Symbols, (e.g. contour shading for mountains and lowland)
Key, index and simple grid-style references
Align (or set) a map of locality or region
Scale
» Use maps to record routes and directions in the locality and wider environments
» Construct some simple maps and models of natural and human features in the

local environment

Maps, globes and graphical skills
» Compare maps, gloves, aerial photographs, satellite photographs and other
remotely sensed images
» Recognise key lines of latitude and longitude on the globe
Equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circles,
Greenwich Meridian, International Date Line

Latitude and longitude of Ireland



» Develop some awareness of problems of map construction
Effect of various map projections on relative size of countries

Importance of perspective and bias in map construction.

Geographical investigation skills
Through completing the strand units of the geography the child should be enabled to:
Questioning
» Ask questions about natural and human features and processes in the
environment and their interrelationships
How have humans changed this place and why?

Why should a factory locate in this place?

Observing
» Observe natural and human elements and processes in the environment and their
interrelationships
Colours and textures of natural materials
Building styles and materials in urban or rural areas

Varying farm and settlement patterns in rural landscapes

Predicting
» Offer suggestions (hypotheses) based on a number of observations as to the
likely results of investigations
» Make inferences based on suggestions and observations

» Propose ideas or simple theories which may be tested by experimentation



Investigating and experimenting
» Carry out simple investigations and collect information from a variety of
sources
Observations and experiments in the environment and classroom
Photographs, books, maps and other media

Information and communication technologies

Estimating and measuring
» use appropriate simple instruments and techniques to collect data
improvised rain gauge, thermometer, trundle wheel, compass, record sheet
» use appropriate standard units of measurement
mm of rainfall, distances in m and km

wind speed using Beaufort scale

Analysing

» Sort, group and/or classify data on people, events and natural phenomena using
a range of appropriate criteria
Group buildings according to use in an urban area
Group fields according to crops grown on a farm

» Look for and recognise patterns and relationships in the environment
Daily patterns in traffic flow on a road
Links between wind direction, temperature and rainfall

» Interpret information and offer explanations

» Draw conclusions from suitable aspects of the evidence collected



Recording and communicating
» Record and present findings and conclusions using a variety of methods
including oral, written, pictorial, photographic, diagrammatic and graphical

forms and using information and communication technologies.

Evaluating

» Review the methods used in investigations and assess their usefulness.

Children’s Ideas

We use some of the following strategies to discover children’s own ideas of place and
space as a starting point for geography lessons........ talk and discussion, questioning,

listening, drawing, etc.

Approaches and Methodologies
Teachers follow the recommended sequence for geography — local, regional, national,
European and global. The key methodologies in use include:

» Active learning ..... artefacts atlases, globes, photographs, DVD.

» Problem solving ..... environmental audit, surveys
» Developing skills through content: Various texts

» Talk and discussion ...... interviews — surveys

» Co-operative learning

» Use of the environment ... field trips .... local maps
» Use of DVD e.g. Planet Earth (BBC)

» Use of Websites.

Linkage and Integration



From time to time strands may be linked using a thematic approach when appropriate.

Opportunities for integration with history and science are worked on as they arise.

Multi-Grade Teaching
The challenges of multi-class teaching are many! From experience we know that

classroom organisation and teacher preparation are vitally important.

Assessment and Record Keeping
Pupils knowledge and understanding of the geography programme is assessed in a
number of ways

» Teacher observation

» Teacher designed tasks and tests

» Work samples e.g. workbooks (Juniors — Second) and copies (Third —Sixth)
Parents are kept informed via end of year report and parent-teacher meeting in

October.

Children with different needs
Children with different needs are supported and helped in every way possible to
participate in the geography curriculum. Equal opportunities are given to boys and

girls to participate in all class activities.

Timetable

As outlined by the curriculum, 3 hours per week is allocated to SESE. (2.25 hours for
Infants). Teachers may use this time at their own discretion. At times it may be
beneficial to ‘block’ - teachers themselves are the best judge.

Resources and ICT



Each classroom has a supply of maps, globe, photographs, posters, etc.
At the moment ICT does not play a major role but this will change as personnel move

on!

Teacher’s Planning and Reporting

We have drawn up this plan with the intention o changing texts to Fallons ‘Geography

Quest.’

However, we are using a rental book scheme and we may not be in a financial

position to make the changeover this year (2007).

Our planning therefore is tied to Folens ‘Our Place in Space’ which we find to be an

excellent resource.

Implementation
This plan will be developed and implemented by the staff and will be monitored and
evaluated as we proceed.

Provisional date for review — 2010.



