School Policies

Code of Discipline

The Code of Discipline in Derrycreha N.S. is based on a positive school ethos
founded on good relationships between parents, pupils, teachers and
management. Parents and teachers co-operate in a spirit of goodwill to ensure
that the school is a happy, safe place providing a suitable environment for
learning. A positive approach to discipline is fostered while greater emphasis is
placed on rewards than sanctions. Teachers are obliged to correct
misbehaviour when it occurs, but always aim to do so in a fair and consistent
manner.

School Rules.

1. Pupils are expected to respect each other and act with kindness. They
are also expected to be polite and courteous to parents, fellow pupils,
teachers and visitors.

2. Senior pupils are expected to care for younger pupils and show them
good example.

3. All pupils are expected to work quietly to the best of their ability and to
present written work neatly.

4. Bad language and rough play are not allowed.

5. Pupils are not allowed beyond perimeter walls, fences or gates during
school hours.

6. Walking on walls, climbing yard fencing and jumping over gates is not
allowed.

7. Pupils are expected to wait inside the school gates in front of the school
until a parent arrives to collect them at 3pm.

8. Pupils may cross the road only with an adult.

9. Ball games are strictly forbidden before and after school hours in the
interests of road safety.



Sanctions.

The Department of Education outlines the following strategies to deal with
unacceptable behaviour:

Reasoning with pupil;

Reprimand — this may be done in private when appropriate;
Temporary separation from peers;

Loss of privileges (treats, rewards);

Detention during break;

Referral to Principal;

Communication with parents if misbehaviour is ongoing;
Prescribing additional written homework;
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Suspension;

Before resorting to serious sanctions, e.g. suspension, the normal channels of
communication between home and school will be utilised. Parents will be
involved at an early stage rather than as a last resort.



